342       PROTECTION OR FREE TBADE.
It is in this way that great questions always enter the phase of political action. Important' political battles begin with affairs of outposts, in themselves of little moment, and are generally decided upon issue joined not on the main question, but on some minor or collateral question. Thus the slavery question in the United States came into practical politics upon the issue of the extension of slavery to new territory, and was decisively settled upon the issue of secession. Be-garded as an end, the abolitionist might well have looked with contempt on the proposals of the Eepubli-cans, but these proposals were the means of bringing to realization what the abolitionists would in vain have sought to accomplish directly.
So with the tariff question. Whether we have a protective tariff or a revenue tariff is in itself of small importance, for, though the abolition of protection would increase production, the tendency to unequal distribution would be unaffected and would soon neutralize the gain. Yet, what is thus unimportant as an end, is all-important as a means. Protection is a little robber, it is true ; but it is the sentinel and outpost of the great robber—the little robber who cannot be routed without carrying the struggle into the very stronghold of the great robber. The great robber is so well intrenched, and people have so long been used to his exactions, that it is hard to arouse them to assail him directly. But to help those engaged in a conflict with this little robber will be to open the easiest way to attack his master, and to arouse a spirit that must push on.
To secure to all the free use of the power to labor and the full enjoyment of its products, equal rights to land must be secured.

